Clinicopathologic correlations in 646 consecutive surgical eye specimens, 1990-2000.
All surgical eye specimens examined in our pathology laboratory between January 1, 1990, and July 31, 2000 (N = 646), were classified by surgical procedure (enucleation, evisceration, or exenteration) and pathologic diagnosis. Among 523 enucleated globes (81.0%), 252 (48.2%) contained tumors, of which 208 were intraocular malignant melanomas. Nonneoplastic causes for enucleation included glaucoma (67/523 [12.8%]), phthisis bulbi (61/523 [11.7%]), and recent trauma (59/523 [11.3%]). Sixty-seven specimens (10.4%) had been eviscerated. Fifty-six specimens (8.7%) were obtained by exenteration performed to manage malignant tumors originating in or invading the orbit. Between 1990 and 2000, the percentage of procedures performed to remove neoplasms decreased from 65% to 38%, procedures performed to treat glaucoma increased from 4% to 29%, and those to treat phthisis bulbi increased from 8% to 13%. The numbers of procedures remained relatively constant for trauma and for infectious and inflammatory diseases.